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 Saint Augustine once said, “The world is a book, and those who do not travel read only 

one page.” We all know reading can open up many new worlds of imagination and learning than 

otherwise known in our own small world. Traveling can also give you a new knowledge of the 

world. Going on the South America Tour was the longest time I have ever been outside of the 

country. I signed up for this tour at the very last minute, and it was the best decision I made 

during my freshman year in college. I learned a multitude of new things about culture, food, 

people, places, languages, and so much more. I had the chance to meet and build friendships with 

some amazing people in the tour. I had the opportunities to visit four breathtaking world 

wonders. I was able to challenge myself to speak the Spanish language with native speakers who 

were born and raised in the same foreign country. 



city. 



 Another amazing opportunity that this tour provided me with was meeting new friends. 

Since you spend almost 24/7 with the same group of people, you are bound to get to know more 

about them. Our group was very entertaining, funny, interesting, and friendly. I enjoyed getting 

to know everyone’s personalities, and I liked how people warmed up to each other so quickly. It 

is wonderful to learn more about the world around us when you are with people who are equally 

as intrigued and excited to learn. And with all the waiting time during the airports and other, it is 

really fun to have an outspoken comedian on the trip. I’m glad we had talkative, funny people to 

travel with.  

 The food was also one of the highlights of the trip. I love tasting cultural foods and even 

the food we eat in the US, but with a different way that it is prepared. The concept of 

vegetarianism is very different in South America. In a nutshell, the vegetarian meals consisted of 

rice, beans, French fries, and salad. They also had sandwiches, mashed potatoes, bread, pasta, 

and vegetables to choose from occasionally. It seems like most people have a limited view on 

what vegetarians eat. In Brazil, I noticed they always had a great variety of desserts to choose 

from. And interestingly enough, I learned that Brazil and Argentina are the largest producers of 



what I imagine most people would say, I really enjoyed having rice and beans almost every day. 

The food gave me a real ‘South America’ atmosphere.  

 The tour was very organized, and it provided us with a variety of activity opportunities. I 

really liked the fact that we got to spend the last short week in a warm, tropical tourist 


