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MSSN 561  

CHRISTIAN WITNESS & WORLD RELIGIONS 

FALL 2017 

 

MA In Pastoral Ministry  

 

GENERAL CLASS INFORMATION 

 
Course acronym: MSSN 561 
Course name:  Christian Witness & World Religions 
Semester & year: Fall 2017; October 1-5 
Location:  Burman University, Alberta, Canada 
Class time/day:  4:00 pm-7:00 pm; Sunday  
   8:00 am-12:00 am; 1:00 pm-5:00 pm; Monday-Thursday 
Credits offered:  3 Credits 
Course Webpage: http://learninghub.andrews.edu 
 

INSTRUCTOR CONTACT  

 
Instructor:  Gorden R. Doss, Professor of World Mission, DMin, PhD   
Telephone:  269-471-3392 
Email:   dossg@andrews.edu 
Office location:  Seminary Hall, S212 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 
Study of the history, writings, beliefs and practices in world religions such as Islam, Hinduism and Buddhism and the 
development of effective strategies for Christian witness. 

 

SYLLABUS REVISION STATEMENT  

 
The instructor reserves the right to revise the syllabus for the benefit of the learning process with appropriate notification 
to the students. 
 

MAPM PROGRAM OUTCOMES 

 
1. Delivers effective biblically based sermons.  
2. Demonstrates proper biblical interpretation skills.   
3. Understands the historical–theological development of the Adventist Church.  
4. Capable of training church members for evangelism.  
5. Demonstrates an understanding of how to empower church members for leadership. 
6. Capable of reaching specific social groups.  
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COURSE OBJECTIVES  

 
1. To think theologically about the task of mission among the world religions. 
2. To understand and feel the scale and scope of the unfinished task of mission among the world religions. 
3. To understand the basic attitudes needed for mission among the world religions. 
4. To grasp how profoundly different mission among the non-Christian world religions is from mission among Christians. 
5. To have an introductory knowledge of Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, and animism. 
6. To experience an increased level of comfort and ease when relating to adherents of the world religions.  
7. To see a vision for mission among the world religions in one’s ministry location. 
8. To develop a multi-focal mission vision that includes the world religions everywhere. 
 

COURSE MATERIALS  

 
Required Reading 

 
Doss, Gorden R.  
 
 Animism, the Occult, and Mission  
  http://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/jams/vol11/iss2/9/ 
  
 The Challenges of Adventist Discipleship  
 http://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/jams/vol12/iss2/13/ 
 
 Faithful Contextualization: Where Biblical Faithfulness Can Meet Cultural Appropriateness. 

http://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1031&context=world-mission-pubs 
  
 Maximizing the Missional Value of Short-Term Mission 
 http://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1002&context=world-mission-pubs 
  
 Viewpoint: Reforming Christians or Converting Non-Christians? 

http://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/jams/vol6/iss2/10/ 
  
Elmer, Duane. 2006. Cross-Cultural Servanthood. Downers’ Grove, IL: IVP. 
 
Halverson, Dean C. 1996. The Compact Guide to World Religions. Minneapolis, MN: Bethany  
 House  Publishers. 
 

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS  

 
A. Pre-Intensive Assignments—Deadline, October 1 

 
1. Write a 300-500 word summary and response for each of Halverson’s chapters on Animism, Buddhism, Hinduism, 

Islam, New Age, and Secularism (6 chapters). Submit interactions with all 6 chapters in a single Word file. 
 
2. Write a 300-

http://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/jams/vol11/iss2/9/
http://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/jams/vol12/iss2/13/
http://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1031&context=world-mission-pubs
http://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/jams/vol6/iss2/10/
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Write a daily journal (4 total) of 300-500 words of your responses to the class discussion. What was valuable or what 

raised questions? What was potentially helpful for your ministry? Submit all 4 journals in a single Word file. 
 
C. Post-Intensive Assignments—Deadline, December 31 

 
1. Watch the following YouTube videos and submit all the 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mt54m3aY2_Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kEe8hI6G0GY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dBZRTzXARWM&t=36s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j0kLX2aPgo8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lr8Qx0SyrYI
https://www.andrews.edu/weblmsc/moodle/public/moodle/lhloginpage/altlogin.html
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Grading and Time Distribution 

 
 

Assignment 

% of 

Grade 

Time 

Estimate 

 

Pages 

Class attendance  40  
Halverson  15 15 95 
Doss 10 10 39 
Elmer 25 20 198 
Journals 10 10  
Mosque/temple visit 10 10  
YouTube Videos 10 10  
Local research and report 10 
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sentences, phrases and paragraphs from your paper and compare them with papers from past students and with content on 
the internet.  Your lecturer is also familiar with a lot of the publications and sources you will be using for your assessment 
and will also be able to identify any potential plagiarism.    

 

LANGUAGE AND GRAMMAR 

There is an expectation that a person who holds a Master’s qualification will have advanced written language 

skills, particularly in the language in which their Masters was taught.   Thus, no special consideration will be given to 


