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CHMN 637 – Seminar in Preaching 
Fall 2019 

Willie Edward Hucks II, DMin 

 

SYNOPSIS OF THE COURSE 
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4) Exhibit capability for training church members for evangelism 

5) Demonstrate an understanding of how to empower church members for leadership 

6) Exhibit capability for reaching specific social groups 

 

The following Course Learning Outcomes contribute to the overall Program Learning Outcomes by 

identifying the key learnings to be achieved by diligent work in this course:  

 

1. Develop solid biblical sermons that are both authentically biblical and relevant to the target 

 audience. 

2. Deliver sermons in a way that connects with and impacts the audience.  

3. Demonstrate an understanding of the pastor’s vital role in shaping worship and the role of 

 preaching in big picture worship.  

 

COURSE OVERVIEW  

Course topics and assignments have been selected to
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Post-Intensive 

 

Sermon Prep Paper 2 (PLO 1, CLO 1); Verbatim manuscript of 

sermon #2 (prophetic) (PLO 1, 2, 6; CLO 1, 2); DVDs on 

Learning Hub (PLO 1, 2, CLO 1, 2); Self-Assessment of Sermon 

2 (PLO 1, CLO 1, 2).  

SUBMITTED NO LATER THAN 9 DEC 2019 

 

PRE-INTENSIVE REQUIREMENTS 

 

1. Read the Three Assigned Books Before the intensive and write a three-page review of each. 
The review should summarize the contents of the book and assess its strengths and weaknesses. 

Additionally, the writer should share how he/she wi
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REQUIREMENTS DURING COURSE INTENSIVE 

Sermon #1: 
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ATTENDANCE  

Regular attendance is required at all classes and other academic appointments. When the total number 

of absences exceeds 10% of the total course appointments, the teacher may assign a failing grade. 

Merely being absent from campus does not exempt the student from this policy. Absences recorded 

because of late registration, suspension, and early/late vacation leaves are not excused. The class work 

missed may be made up only if the teacher allows. Three tardies are equal to one absence. 
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Recommended Course Materials 

BOOKS 

 
 Arthurs, J. D. (2012). Devote Yourself to the Public Reading of Scripture:
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 Walsh, J. (2009). Old Testament Narrative: A Guide to Interpretation. Louisville, KY: 

Westminster/John Knox.   

 

 Wilson, P. S. (1999). The Four Pages of the Sermon: A Guide to Biblical Preaching. Nashville, 

TN: Abingdon.  

 

 

 

ATLASES/DICTIONARIES/COMMENTARIES 

 
 Arnold, C. E. & Baugh, S. M. (Eds.). 
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MORE ABOUT THE COURSE  

TIME EXPECTATIONS FOR THE COURSE 

US Credit-Hour Regulations 

For every semester credit, the Andrews University credit hour definition requires that: 

• Courses for professional masters’ degrees (e.g. MDiv) include 15 instructor contact hours and 30 

hours of independent learning activities. 

• Courses for academic masters’ (e.g. MA [Religion]) and all doctoral degrees include 15 instructor 

contact hours, and 45 hours of independent learning activities. 

The calculation of hours is based on the study skills of the average well-prepared graduate student. 

Students weak in these skills: 1) may require more time and should consider taking fewer classes each 

semester; and 2) can find skill development assistance through the Seminary Study and Research Skills 

Colloquia, the AU Writing Center, and AU Student Success office.  

In order to achieve the outcomes of this course, learning time will be distributed as follows: 
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GRADING RUBRIC FOR SERMON DELIVERY 
 

Student Name: 

 

 

Exceptional 

45-50 points  

Proficient 

40-44 points  

Satisfactory 

35-39 points  

Unsatisfactory 

0-34 points  

Pts 

 

Introduction Audience is grabbed, 

main theme clear, Bible 



11 

 

GRADING RUBRIC FOR WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS 

Elements Excellent (19-20) Proficient (17-18) Satisfactory (15-16) Fair (13-14) Poor (0-12) 

Communication 

and language 

Very interesting, 

inspiring, 

thought 

provoking, well-

articulated; no 

more than two 

spelling mistake 

and grammatical 

or style error per 

page.  

Is articulate, 

holds the 

reader’s attention 

– no more than 

three spelling, 

grammatical or 

style errors per 

page 

Paper is 

generally well 

written, but 

sometimes lacks 

relevance to the 

topic. Has many 

spelling, 

grammatical, 

style errors 

Paper is not well-

focused on the 

subject, is full of 

grammatical, 

spelling and style 

errors 

Paper is poorly 

written, lacks 

relevance and 

thoughtfulness. 

Has multiple 

mistakes in 

grammar, 

spelling and style 
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ABOUT YOUR INSTRUCTOR 

Willie Edward Hucks II has served the Seventh-day Adventist Church in various 

capacities since 1985. He spent the first 14 years of ministry pastoring congregations 

in Texas and Louisiana. In 1999, he accepted a call to serve as a religion professor at 

Southwestern Adventist University, where he remained for seven years. In 2006, he 

began serving as associate editor of Ministry, International Journal for Pastors, 

headquartered in Silver Spring, Maryland; and in 2010, he also assumed 

responsibilities serving as an associate ministerial secretary for the GC Ministerial 

Association, focusing on theological education and ministerial preparation. 

 

In 2016, Dr. Hucks accepted a call to serve as associate professor of Christian 

Ministry in the Seventh-day Adventist Theological Seminary, focusing on homiletics and urban ministry; 

and in January 2018 he was appointed as Chair of the Christian Ministry Department in addition to his 

teaching responsibilities. 

 

A native of Dallas, Texas, Dr. Hucks earned his undergraduate ministerial degree from Oakwood College, 

and his Master of Divinity and Doctor of Ministry degrees from Andrews University. Dr. Hucks has been 

published in several popular and professional journals. However, his greatest joy comes from calling 

Kathleen (nee Alexander) his wife since 1987; and they are the proud parents of two adult children. 
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OTHER COURSE-RELATED POLICIES 

Academic Integrity  

The Seminary expects its students to exhibit rigorous moral integrity appropriate to ministry leaders 

representing Jesus Christ. Complete honesty in academic matters is a vital component of such integrity. 

Any breach of academic integrity in this class is subject to discipline. Consequences may include receipt 

of a reduced or failing grade, suspension or dismissal from the course, suspension or dismissal from the 

program, expulsion from the university, or degree cancellation. Disciplinary action may be retroactive if 

academic dishonesty becomes apparent after the student leaves the course, program or university. A 

record of academic integrity violations is maintained by the University Student Academic Integrity Council. 

Repeated and/or flagrant offenses will be referred to an Academic Integrity Panel for recommendations 

on further penalties. 

Academic Dishonesty includes: 

•  Plagiarism in which one fails to give credit every time use is made of another person’s ideas or 

exact words, whether in a formal paper or in submitted notes or assignments. Credit is to be 

given by use of:  

o Correctly designed and inserted footnotes each time one makes use of another 

individual’s research and/or ideas; and  

o Quotation marks placed around any exact phrases or sentences (3 or more words) taken 

from the text or speech of another individual.  

• Presenting another’s work as one’s own (e.g., placement exams, homework assignments); 

• Using materials during a quiz or examination other 
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Communications and Updates  

Email is the official form of communication at Andrews University.  Students are responsible for 

checking their Andrews University e-mail, Moodle, and iVue alerts regularly. 

LearningHub Access  

Andrews University Learning Hub hosts this course online. Your Learning Hub username and 

password are the same as your Andrews username and 
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Teacher Tardiness 

“Teachers have the responsibility of getting to class on time.  If a teacher is detained and will be late, the 

teacher must send a message to the class with directions.  If after 10 minutes no message has been received, 

students may leave without penalty.  If teacher tardiness persists, students have the right to notify the 
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APPENDIX 1: INTERPRETING LETTER GRADES 
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Sermon2—Prophetic Preaching Sermon Preparation Paper Format Guide (50 Points) 

1. Explain your understanding of Prophetic Preaching and how it influenced your choice of a pericope 

and status quo challenged in this sermon.  

2. Cleary identify, in a short thesis statement, the status quo you are challenging and why. 

3. Explain the three components of Prophetic Preaching and how they are integrated in your sermon. 

4. How many of Tisdale’s seven hallmarks of Prophetic Preaching were applied or amplified in your 

sermon. 

5.  Determine and describe the parameters of the text that you are preaching from and briefly explain 

how the text relates to its broader scriptural context (especially the rest of the chapter). 

6.  Read and reread the text using various translations and point out “KEY” words or “Phrases” in the 

original language. Identify any textual variants, problems or concepts. 

7. Analyze and describe the following CONTEXTS of the passage: Historical - Author, date and 

circumstances surrounding the text; Literary – What type of language does the author use in the text? 

How does the author express his unique personality, status, or experience and how does that impact the 

message of the text? Theological – Author’s intent and theological purpose in writing to the original 

hearers. 

8. Identify the possible points of view from which the text can be viewed (i.e., author, audience, a 

particular character, etc.), then indicate the primary viewpoint that you intend to use. 

9. Encounter
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IV. Arrangement 
 
a. Organization/Coherence  1 2 3 4 5 


