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NTST 567 – Theology of the English NT: 

Love, Marriage and Divorce 
Summer 2024 

Thomas R. Shepherd, PhD, DrPH 

SYNOPSIS OF THE COURSE 

CLASS & CONTACT INFORMATION 

Class location: Andrews University, Chan Shun Hall 107 

 

Class meeting times: Pre-course work: May 13–24 

On site: May 27–30 

Mon – Thurs: 8:00–12:00  1:00–4:30 pm 

Course Website:  learninghub.andrews.edu 

Instructor Telephone: (269) 277-9488 (8 a.m. to 8 p.m. EDT) 

Instructor Email: trs@andrews.edu 

Office location: Andrews University; Seminary Room N124 

Office hours:  By Appointment via Zoom 

 

BULLETIN DESCRIPTION OF COURSE  

 

NTST 567 ï Theology of the English NT ï 
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https://www.biblehub.com/
/library/merged.html
https://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/auss/
https://www.atsjats.org/publications/jats-journal-online-archive
https://www.atsjats.org/publications/jats-journal-online-archive
https://adventistbiblicalresearch.org/materials
mailto:trs@andrews.edu
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2. Ekkehardt Mueller and Elias Brasil de Souza, eds. Marriage: Biblical and Theological Aspects, 

https://adventistbiblicalresearch.org/materials
https://www.atsjats.org/publications/jats-journal-online-archive
https://www.atsjats.org/publications/jats-journal-online-archive
https://biblehub.com/commentaries/
https://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/auss/
/library/merged.html
http://www.andrews.edu/bookstore
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3 Credits 

Instructor 

Contact 

Hours 

Face to Face Instructional Time  30 hours 

Professor Directed Learning Experiences 15 hours 

Independent 

Learning 

Activities 

Reading Commentaries and Reports 20 hours 

Reading Marriage: Biblical and Theological Aspects and Reports 40 hours 

Take-home Exam 30 hours 

Total Hours: 135 hours 

GUIDELINES FOR COURSE ASSIGNMENTS 

Grades are based on the independent learning activities below which provide practice toward, and 

assessment of, the learning outcomes of this course. The grade weighting for each assignment is provided 

in the right-hand column. Specific due dates are given in the Course Overview aboN 9 792 re
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Interpreting Scripture: Bible Questions and Answers, Associate Editor.  Ed. Gerhard Pfandl, 

Biblical Research Institute 2. Silver Spring, MD: Biblical Research Institute, 2010. 

The Trial and Death of Jesus: Essays on the Passion Narrative in Mark, eds. Geert Van Oyen and 

Tom Shepherd, Contributions to Biblical Exegesis & Theology, vol. 45 (Leuven: Peeters, 2006). 

 

 Refereed Journal Articles 

Thomas R. Shepherd, ñThe Textual History and Translation of Revelation 21.3b,ò The Bible 

Translator 74.1 (2023): 110ï125. 

 

Joel E. Lisboa and Thomas R. Shepherd, ñComparative Narrative Analysis as a Tool in 

Determining the Lectio Difficilior in Mark 1:40-45: A Narrative Analysis of Codices Bezae, 

Vaticanus, and Washingtonianus,ò Neotestamentica 49.1 (2015): 75-89. 

 

ñóWe Thank God for Youô How Thanksgiving Transforms Our Walk: A Study in the Theology of 

Colossians,ò Journal of the Adventist Theological Society 25/2 (2014): 29-42. 

 

ñThe Scholar and the Word of God: Reflections on 2 Peter 1:16-21,ò in Journal of the Adventist 

Theological Society 24/2 (2013): 3-17. 

ñNarrative Analysis as a Text Critical Tool: Mark 16 in Codex W as a Test Case,ò Journal for the 

Study of the New Testament 32.1 

32.1 

32.1 
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ñFacing Evil and Finding Atonement: The Crossroad of Jesusô Passion in 1 Peter 2,ò in The Great 

Controversy and the End of Evil: Biblical and Theological Studies in Honor of Ángel Manuel 

Rodríguez in Celebration of His Seventieth Birthday
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¶ Presenting anotherôs work as oneôs own (e.g., placement exams, homework assignments); 

¶ Using materials during a quiz or examination other than those 

/academics/academic_integrity.html
mailto:disabilities@andrews.edu
mailto:helpdesk@andrews.edu
mailto:dlit@andrews.edu
http://andrews.edu/hdchat/chat.php
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Please Note: The instructor reserves the right to revise the syllabus, with the consensus of the class, at 

any time during the semester for the benefit of the learning process. The up-to-date Course Description 

for this course may be found at www.learninghub.andrews.edu . 

Covid-19 Guidelines and Accommodations 

http://www.learninghub.andrews.edu/


 13 

Faculty must submit an incomplete contract which states: 

1. the remaining work to be completed 

2. a plan with timelines for completion of the work 

3. the time limit 

4. the grade the student will receive if the work is not completed by the agreed-upon time. 

 

Ordinarily, an I shall be removed during the following semester. However, an I contracted in the spring 

semester may be extended to the autumn semester. Any request for an extension of time beyond the 

contracted time shall be made in writing before the end of the contracted date and approved by the dean 

of the college in which the course is offered. The number of Iôs on a studentôs record affects the studentôs 

class and workload. 

Undergraduate restrictions: Students with 8 credits of incompletes may not register for more than 12 
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Commentary Reading Report Grading Rubric 

NTST 567 Love, Marriage and Divorce 2024 

 

Name _____________________________________________________ Total ________/50  

   

Notes 

Provides name of commentaries      ________/5 

read and pages read 

 

Minimum of 20 total pages of  
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Reading Report Form 

NTST 567 Love, Marriage and Divorce 2024 

Marriage: Biblical and Theological Aspects 

 

Name _____________________________________________________  Score ________/50 

 

Type your data in the spaces after each heading. Be succinct. The report should be 1 page single-spaced, 

not more. 

Bibliographic Information for pages read:  

Thesis (what the author is trying to prove):  

Summary in bullet points: 

¶  

Positives in bullet points: 

¶  

Negatives in bullet points: 

¶  

Questions for discussion: 

¶  
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Reading Report Grading Rubric 

NTST 567 Love, Marriage and Divorce 2024 

Marriage: Biblical and Theological Aspects 

 

 

Name _____________________________________________________ Total ________/50  

        

Notes 

 

Provides complete bibliographic  

information of chapter  

read  
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Final Reading Report Form 

NTST 567 Love, Marriage and Divorce 2024 

Marriage: Biblical and Theological Aspects 

 

Name _____________________________________________________  Score ________/50 

 

Type your data in the spaces after each heading. Be succinct. The report should be 2 pages single-spaced, 

not more. 

Bibliographic Information for pages read:  

Thesis for chapter critiqued (what the author is trying to prove):  

Summary of chapter in bullet points: 

¶  

Positives in bullet points: 

¶  

Negatives in bullet points: 

¶  

 

Application to your ministry: 
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Grading Rubric for Final Reading Report 

NTST 567 Love, Marriage and Divorce 2023 

Marriage: Biblical and Theological Aspects 

 

 

Name _____________________________________________________ Total ________/100  

        

Notes 

 

Provides complete bibliographic  

information of all chapters  

read         ________/40 

 

Includes thesis, summarizes and 

critiques well the chapter chosen for 

reporting    ________/30 

 

Thoughtful application 

to your ministry    ________/30 

 

 

 

Note that if you read fewer pages than assigned you lose points 

 

 


